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On Nov. 15, the Nicaraguan Anti-Somocista Popular Tribunal convicted US citizen Eugene
Hasenfus, and sentenced him to 30 years in prison. He was found guilty of violating a public security
law prohibiting "actions aimed at subjecting the nation totally or partially to foreign domination,"
and of "illicit association." No finding was delivered on the charge of terrorism. After the charges
were read, Hasenfus was asked if he wanted to appeal the court decision. Denied consultation with
his attorney, Hasenfus said yes. Nicaraguan defense attorney Enrique Sotelo said he was hopeful
that Hasenfus will be pardoned. According to the Nicaraguan media, processing a pardon could
require several months. On Nov. 13, the official Nicaraguan press agency indicated that President
Daniel Ortega would have to request approval of a pardon fromm the National Assembly before
it could be granted. On the following day, the Hasenfus case was passed on to the local appeals
court. Sotelo argued that Hasenfus should serve six months to two years, rather than the maximum
sentence of 30 years. Submission of the tribunal decision to the appeals process means that the
appeals court will study dossiers pertinent to the case for five days. After the five-day period, the
court has 72 hours to deliver a verdict. According to Nicaraguan law, this verdict is final, and not
subject to further appeal. According to the NEW YORK TIMES (11/17/86), chief prosecutor in the
Hasenfus case, Nicaraguan Justice Minister Rodrigo Reyes, said he opposes an official pardon for
the American. Reyes stated, "I don't see any possibility of a pardon for Hasenfus."
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